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Welcome to Country

CAMPBELLTOWN
CITY COUNCIL

We would like to Acknowledge that the land
we meet on today Is the traditional lands for
the Kaurna people and that we respect their
spiritual relationship with their Country. We
also acknowledge the Kaurna people as the
traditional custodians of the Adelaide region
and that their cultural and heritage beliefs
are still as important to the living Kaurna
people today.



Cultural Sensitivity

CAMPBELLTOWN
CITY COUNCIL

Members of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
communities are advised that this presentation
may contain names and images of deceased
people.

Participants should also be aware that certain
words, terms or descriptions may be culturally
Insensitive and would almost certainly be
considered inappropriate today, but may have
reflected the author’s/creator’s attitude or that of
the period in which they were written.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
In almost all Aboriginal groups throughout Australia the name of a dead person was not mentioned for a long time. If another person shared the same name they were, for a time, referred to by one of their other names, or as ‘no name’. This remains the case with traditional Aboriginal people today. “The Kaurna people” (1989) p. 87. “They do not like to be called ‘blacks’. We were out for a walk one day, and one passed us. Bessie said ‘There is a black’. He turned round quickly and said. ‘Me no black; me Aboriginee”. Diary of Mary May of Adelaide, 1839. (From The Ochre Warriors, page 22). 


Kaurna People
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Indigenous people are strangely absent from many of the early accounts of life in Colonial South Australia. Personal reminiscences by early pioneers do not generally mention much, if anything, about the Aboriginal people until the 1920s. Personal accounts by Indigenous people themselves, do not generally appear until the 1960s. Edward Stephens (1889) describes the ‘Adelaide Tribe’ as being smaller and more wiry than the ‘Murray Blacks’…”Their ornaments were of the most primitive description and for temporary use only. They were mostly feathers of the white or pink cockatoo…” [Major Mitchell Cockatoo or Galah?]. Stephens expressed surprise that they did not choose the feathers of more colourful parrots. 


The Three Tribes of Adelaide &=~

CAMPBELLTOWN
CITY COUNCIL

Adelaide Plains — Kaurna People
(Adelaide Tribe)

Adelaide Hills — Peramangk People
(Mount Barker Tribe)

Murray River — Ngarrindjeri People
(Encounter Bay Tribe)


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kaurna is pronounced Gar’na or Gowner. Origin of ‘Kaurna’ name is uncertain, it was little used before Norman Tindale suggested it as the correct term in 1926, possibly derived from Kouandilla or Cowandilla, which is mentioned as an equivalent term for the Adelaide Tribe in a number of articles in the 1840s. John Bull states that the name of the Adelaide Tribe was the “Cowandilla”. Teichelmann and Shurmann’s grammar published in 1840, the people living to the north of Adelaide are described as speaking “Karnu warra” a northern dialect.  Teichelmann 1857 identified “kawandilla” as meaning “in the north” with territory to the east as far as Cox’s Creek (Bridgewater).  The Murray Tribe of the 1840s was a combination of groups living around Moorundie (5 km downstream from Blanchetown) and further east along the Murray River. 1839 – Parangacka or Murray river tribe. 


Corroboree or Palti

— |

THE NATIVE CORROBOREE, |
The words that compose what may be called the song,
are few in number, and ¢re taken from some of the most
trivial circumstances. To a European they would appear
quite nonsensical. For instance—** the Kuropean food,
—the pease I wished to eat—1I wished to eat,” forms a
corroboree song. Another is—‘* Adelaide no more good
| since the white men came—now the road has tired me—
throughout Yeona there is a continuous road—what a
fine road is this for me winding between the hills, &c.”
All their other songs are of the same description. These
words are repeated several times over, and this con-
stitutes the singing part of the piay.

South Australian Register, Saturday 16 March 1844, page 3


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yeona – possibly Yerta, which means “earth, ground, soil, country”.  An anonymous newspaper article. However, it is interesting to note that Thomas Shepherd, records very similar words, “White fellar no goo”, in his 1852 “Reminiscences of Australia” (State Library of South Australia – PRG 1102/1/3), describing a corroboree.  Called Palti in the Kaurna language, rather than corroboree. �
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lllustrated Adelaide News, Saturday 1 July 1876, page 5


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The area now occupied by the city and parklands – called by the Kaurna Tarntanya (red kangaroo place) – was the heart of Kaurna country. Before 1836 it was an open grassy plain with patches of trees and shrubs, the result of hundreds of generations of skilful land management.  Some sources say that the country north of the River Torrens was Yatala (or Yertala) “the place of inundation”, while the country to the south of the River Torrens was Tarntanya (or Tandanya). 


George Alexander Anstey
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GEORGE ALEXANDER ANSTEY.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Arrived in South Australia from Tasmania in March 1838. 


Biographical Information

CAMPBELLTOWN

CITY COUNCIL

George Alexander Anstey

From a prominent Tasmanian family, he arrived in South
Australia in March1838, eight months before these events
took place. His first land purchase in the Colony included
two 80-acre Sections in Campbelltown near Anstey Rivulet
(Fourth Creek). He did not purchase his better known

Highercombe Estate (Anstey’s Hill) until 1840.



CAMPBELLTOWN

CITY COUNCIL

“Within four weeks of his arrival Mr. Bonney accompanied me to
look for a sheep station on the Little Para for my one flock of
ewes then depasturing on the Fifth Creek at the foot of the hills.”

The original name of that small tributary of the River Torrens,
according to the earliest plans, was Anstey's Rivulet, but
although that name was discarded, Anstey’s Hill in the vicinity of
Hope Valley, is as well known to-day as ever it was.

Pastoral Pioneers of South Australia (Volume 1 page 18)


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The quote is identified as being from Mr Anstey’s letters published [in the newspaper] by Thomas Giles in 1887.  The Little Para River is a seasonal watercourse in the Salisbury / Gawler area. 


CAMPBELLTOWN

CITY COUNCIL

Land Office.

THE following Sections have been Sold

during the week ending the 1% instant:—
Sections 103, 277, 278, district A, containing
240 acres, purchased by George Alexander Anstey,
of North-terrace, South Adelaide, Esq. Amount
of purchase-money, £240.

J. H. FISHER

Colonial Commissioner.
LAND OFFICE,

Adelaide, 15t August, 1838.

Southern Australian, Saturday 4 August 1838, page 2


Presenter
Presentation Notes
George Alexander Anstey arrived in South Australia from Tasmania in March 1838. His first purchase of land was in Campbelltown, to depasture the sheep he had brought with him from Tasmania, while he searched for other landholdings. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Two 80-acres Sections, 160-acres in total. 


CAMPBELLTOWN
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SPEARING OF CATTLE AND SHEEP
BY THE NATIVES.

CONSIDERABLE excitement has been created among
the proprietors of stock during the past week in
consequence of several serious depredations having
been committed by the natives on herds and flocks
depasturing at some short distance from Adelaide. Mr.
G. A. Anstey in particular has been a considerable
sufferer, and on Tuesday last week two very valuable
heifer calves and three lambs were speared by a party
of blacks in open day, and almost in the presence of the
stock-keeper...

South Australian Gazette and Colonial Register, Saturday 10
November 1838, page 3


Presenter
Presentation Notes
‘Depasture’ means to put an animal to graze on a pasture. 


Arthur Hardy
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Biographical Information

CAMPBELLTOWN

CITY COUNCIL

Arthur Hardy

He arrived in South Australia on 9 February 1839, a little over
two months before these events took place, having purchased
‘Shepley on the Torrens’ (Sections 334 & 335), now Paradise,
prior to his departure from England. His neighbour on the
opposite (Northern) bank of the River Torrens was Osmond

Gilles, the Colonial Treasurer.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
‘Shepley on the Torrens’, now Paradise, two irregular Sections totalling 113-acres. 


CAMPBELLTOWN

CITY COUNCIL

Apr. 21, 1839. Fine. Henry and George Newenham
came to breakfast with me. After breakfast hear Mr.
Gilles' old shepherd calling from the north side of
the river. On going over found that he had been
knocked down and speared by the blacks. Sent
Mewett to take charge of the sheep and got
assistance to carry him over to my house. He is
dreadfully injured. Rode into town to Mr. Gilles who
sent out a cart for him and a surgeon and a party of
mounted police after the blacks, but they did not
catch them.

Diaries of Arthur Hardy — Private Record Group (PRG 101/1)
State Library of South Australia


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The murder of Osmond Gilles’ shepherd, William Duffield, in April 1839, provoked an immediate outcry. Colonists demanded that strong measures be taken to ensure their safety and bring those responsible to justice. Governor Gawler was busy exploring the Fleurieu Peninsula, which left Acting Governor George Stephen in charge, he immediately cancelled all Government rations to the natives, and asked all colonists to stop employing natives, and lectured the native people via an interpreter regarding European law. On his return to Adelaide, Governor Gawler acted quickly to prevent matters getting out of hand, rations were promptly restored.  “The Kaurna People” (1989) p. 165. 


CAMPBELLTOWN
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lllustrated
Adelaide Post,
Thursday 23 =
January 1868,
page 1

BATIVAA KILLING PARNOTE—FUOM & FKETOM BY W. A CAWTHOWNE —sEb Paci §



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sketches and writings of William Anderson Cawthorne (1825-1897); Adelaide Plains; Aboriginal material culture; initiation ceremonies; battles; corroborees. He lived in England, Scotland and South Africa before migrating to South Australia with his parents on board the Amelia in 1841, aged seventeen. In 1852, after briefly and unsuccessfully joining the Victorian goldrush, he became the second headmaster of Pulteney Grammar School in Adelaide and remained in that position until 1855 when he opened his own Victoria Square Academy. Greatest interest was 'excited by the department illustrative of the manners, habits and customs of the aborigines of this country’. About this time Cawthorne wrote a story of pre-colonial Kangaroo Island, 'The Islanders’, which was later published as a serial in the Illustrated Adelaide Post . Greatest interest was 'excited by the department illustrative of the manners, habits and customs of the aborigines of this country’.  

NATIVES KILLING PARROTS.
The ease, the grace, and the sure aim with which a native throws his wirri, or waddy, as it is generally termed, are matters of surprise to the civilised white man. A group of natives stealthily and softly, with the footfall of a cat, engaged in killing parrots in the forest, is a study worthy the genius of the highest order, whether painter or sculptor. It is not an uncommon thing for a native to bring down four and five parrots at a height of 80 to 100 feet, at one throw of his waddy, and with such force is it thrown, it will often be seen spinning its flight far above the topmost branches of a tall gumtree, accompanied by the dead birds it has killed. For purposes of war, whether in close contact or as a shower of waddies, it is a deadly weapon, rarely failing to break arm or leg that, it may hit. The waddy used for killing parrots is generally of a light and handy description. In the season a native will in the course of a short time kill a very large number ot birss, bringing down his
two or three at each throw, with the facility of powder and shot, with the advantage of little or no noise, and so not alarming his prey.



Rachel Pinkerton
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rachel Selina Reynolds (nee Pinkerton) born at ‘Studley’ Estate now Athelstone, 19th December 1838, soon after her parents’ arrival in SA. 


Biographical Information

CAMPBELLTOWN

CITY COUNCIL

Rachel Selina Reynolds (nee Pinkerton)

She was born at ‘Studley’ (now Athelstone) in 1838, probably
the first European child to be born in the Campbelltown Council
area. Her family relocated in 1848, first to Port Lincoln, and
then to New Zealand. Therefore, these events took place
before she was 10 years old. She herself acknowledged that
many of her early memories were reinforced by her mother’s

frequent recitals.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
‘Studley’ Estate, six 80-acre Sections, 480-acres in total, approx. 2km square. The family lived there between 1838 and 1848, they left for Port Lincoln, about the time of Rachel’s 10th birthday. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Available full-text on Trove – books. 


The Natives

The natives in those days were wild and fearsome-looking
creatures, tall, erect, almost nude, only a loin girdle and
some trapping, a few eagle's feathers in their matted hair,
and a wild dog's tail attached to their beard below the chin,
while all their face, arms, chest, and legs were striped
alternately with bright, red and white paint or ochre of some
description...

Chronicle, Thursday 12 September 1929, page 51

CAMPBELLTOWN

CITY COUNCIL



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Peramangk People? – Eagle’s feathers.  Kaurna – witto-witto – two or more black cockatoo or hawk feathers stuck upright in a headband were worn by young men. Men’s ceremonial dress. “The Kaurna people” (1989) p. 119.


The Natives

...| have seen them surround the house with their wives
and children — some 15 or 20 of them — and my mother
would in terror gather us all around her, hiding us under the
tables while she put the boxes, chests, &c., against the
door, and stood with a double-barrelled gun at the window
pointing the muzzle in the most daring and determined
manner at them, till they would fling down their spears and
baggage and show a more amiable attitude. After which she
would give them some pannikins of flour, sugar, tea, &c.,
and they would depart...

Chronicle, Thursday 12 September 1929, page 51

CAMPBELLTOWN

CITY COUNCIL



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The family group was made up of between ten and eighteen people, usually a husband and wife, or wives in some cases, their children and dependent grandparents, unmarried or widowed relatives. Each family group had a well defined home territory called the ‘pangkarra’. Families were grouped to form local groups. These groups shared common spiritual and defence concerns. Each local group had its own territory. The yerta based local group was called a ‘tribe’ by early Europeans. Kauwandilla – between Mt Lofty and the coast. “The Kaurna People” (1989) pp. 72-73.


Hannah Maria Lomman

CAMPBELLTOWN

CITY COUNCIL

Mrs. Austin, who died recently at the residence of her son-
in-law (Mr. B. F. Whittenbury), Maylands, was born in
Halifax-street, on the site of St. John's Church, on June 18,
1843. Her parents (Mr. and Mrs. Henry Lomman) arrived in
the John in February, 1840. She was married at Trinity
Church to Mr. John Austin on April 4, 1866. Her parents
settled at Paradise, now known as Paradise Park...

Advertiser, Wednesday 10 August 1927, page 11


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hannah Maria Austin (nee Lomman). Re-named ‘Paradise Park’ in 1883, when the land was further sub-divided. 


Biographical Information

CAMPBELLTOWN

CITY COUNCIL

Hannah Maria Austin (nee Lomman)

She was born on Section 336 (Paradise) in 1843. The events that
she describes probably took place when she was a young child, as
contemporary accounts show that corroborees were common in the
1840s, dramatically declined in the 1850s, and became very unusual
by the 1860s.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Daughter of Henry Lomman and Martha nee Strong, Section 336, 134-acres. Henry’s brother, John Lomman, had the neighbouring farm on Section 335. Arrived from Somerset in 1840.  


...Her parents settled on the section now known as
Paradise Park. She used to narrate interesting stories
regarding the aborigines and she remembered having
seen as many as 500 holding a corroboree on the
banks of the River Torrens, where the Paradise Bridge
now stands. Mrs Austin lived at Athelstone for many
years and was highly respected...

Register, Wednesday 10 August 1927, page 11

CAMPBELLTOWN

CITY COUNCIL
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Corroborees or Palti, traditionally took place at night, during a full moon. 
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THE NATURAL HISTORY OF THE COLONY—No. 15.
A SUMMER'S DAY IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
NATURE AMATOR.

Twilight gradually receding, Night throws her dark
mantle over the scene. The numerous fires of the native
tribes...are seen far and near, flaming and flickering in
the darkened landscape, while the young men dance
their corroborie with wild joy and still wilder gestures to
the measured time kept by the females beating their
opossum or kangaroo skins.

South Australian Register (Adelaide, SA), Saturday 12
June 1841, page 4


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Corroborees or Palti were reported as frequent occurrences in South Australia during the 1840s, but become rare by the 1850s. 


The Last Tribal Battle

CAMPBELLTOWN

CITY COUNCIL

Early Magill

...Within its boundaries the last tribal battle was witnessed. The
conflict was between the Adelaide natives and those of Mount
Barker and the River Murray tribes, in which between 700 and 800
painted savages took part...

The Adelaide Observer, Saturday 8 August 1903, page 3


Presenter
Presentation Notes
No contemporary newspaper accounts that I can discover, events took place late 1840s or early 1850s, probably 1847. The most contemporaneous account is from 1889, some 40 years after the event, then further accounts in 1915, 1923, and 1927. Adelaide natives = Kaurna People. Mount Barker tribe = Peramangk People. River Murray tribe = Ngarrindjeri People. 


A Note on Location

CAMPBELLTOWN

CITY COUNCIL

Possibly late 1848. At this time, ‘Magill’ referred to a large
area that included most of Campbelltown and beyond, as
Magill was the most populous village in the vicinity.
However, the various accounts of the battle narrow the
location down to a few hundred yards East of ‘Glynde
House’ (54 Avenue Road, Glynde) owned by Edward
Castres Gwynne. This is very close to the boundary with the

Campbelltown Council, near modern-day Glynburn Road.



The Last Tribal Battle

CAMPBELLTOWN

CITY COUNCIL

... This event made such a deep impression on my memory, that | was not
likely to easily forget the least circumstance that came under my notice.
For weeks after, the usual boys’ games were suspended for mimic war on
native lines, in which shields and spears, and at last stones began to play
a dangerous part. The morning of the day of battle dawned, and by ten
o'clock both forces were in motion. Scouts were thrown out. The battle-
field selected was a clear space of a few acres of a few hundred yards to
the east of Mr. Gwynne’s residence (he was a lawyer then, in after years
he became one of the Judges of the Supreme Court)...

| am not writing a romance, but am recording what actually took place, and
what | saw myself. No doubt the old police journals of the forties or very
early fifties have preserved the record of this event...

Imagine 700 or 800 painted savages with painted shields, yelling like
demons and hurling at each other 800 waddies, all on an area of less than
an acre...

“The Aborigines of Australia: being personal recollections of those tribes which
once inhabited the Adelaide Plains of South Australia.” by Edward Stephens, 1889.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read before the Royal Society of NSW, October 2, 1889. Edward Stephens was a child living in Kensington at the time these events took place, almost 50 years earlier (i.e. 1840s). Judge Gwynne had property in Kensington (often called ‘Magill’) as well as property in Glynde / Firle, but another account states that it took place at The Glynde.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
‘Glynde House’ 54 Avenue Road, Glynde. (State Heritage Listed) These events took place very close to modern-day Glynburn Road, the boundary with the City of Campbelltown. 


The Last Tribal Battle
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| now give an illustration of the shields, with the devises they bore...




The Last Tribal Battle Ao
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Peramangk
Shield


Presenter
Presentation Notes
A warrior of the Mount Barker tribe. Portraits of Aboriginal Inhabitants by G.F. Angus (1847). A man holding a killing spear in his right hand with a Eucalyptus bark shield in his left. He is painted with narrow stripes of red-ochre that reach right around his body; the ornaments of his head consist of a tuft of down from the black swan and a bunch of short pieces of reed strung in festoons upon a cord made of grass. 


The Last Tribal Battle

CAMPBELLTOWN
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...| remember a fight which the Murray blacks
had with the blacks from Adelaide. They met on
the Glynde. There were hundreds of them, and
they looked ferocious in their war garb. A few
were injured with spears and boomerangs, when
some mounted troopers from Adelaide came
galloping up. The aborigines quickly scattered...

“Payneham in the Early Days: Mr. Charles
Wood in Reminiscent Mood” in The News,
Saturday 25 August 1923, page 7.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Charles Wood died aged 93 in 1937, “Oldest Resident of Payneham”.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 1915


Biographical Information

CAMPBELLTOWN

CITY COUNCIL

Rev. David Stewart Wylie

He was born on Section 273 (Tranmere) in 1841, a son of
David Wylie, M.A., who came to South Australia in 1838,
and established the Tranmere School near modern-day

‘Tranmere House’ (3 Kings Grove, Tranmere).



Rev. David Stewart Wylie

CAMPBELLTOWN
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...The aborigines used to camp at Tranmere, and on one
occasion a neighbouring tribe congregated on Judge Gwynne’s
section nearby, and trouble began. A fight eventuated, but word
had been sent to the mounted police, who quickly arrived and
dispersed the combatants....

“Rev. D. S. Wylie born at Tranmere in 1841”
in The Mail, Saturday 3 July 1915, page 19.



Robert Scott Wylie
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MR. R. §. WYLIE
| who can remember the time when blacks
| were camped at Tranmere.



Presenter
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1927 (80-years-old, born 1847?)


Biographical Information
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Robert Scott Wylie

A brother or Rev. David Stewart Wylie, he was born about
1847, which means that he may have been too young to have
witnessed some of these events first-hand, particularly the last

tribal battle that is thought to have taken place in late 1848.



Robert Scott Wylie

CAMPBELLTOWN
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...Memories of the days when the blacks congregated in their
wild state round what is now the popular suburb of Tranmere
are recalled by Mr. Robert Scott Wylie. Mr. Wylie was born on
the site of Tranmere 80 years ago... Mr. Wylie has a vivid
recollection of the aborigines who used to gather near
Tranmere each May 24 to receive Government blankets. They
were almost naked, and lived in the most primitive fashion. He
found them most inoffensive, but recalled an occasion where
two different tribes met near his home and hostilities were
started. The arrival of police put a stop to the fight. He had seen
as many as 1,000 blacks near Tranmere on the celebration of
the birthday of Queen Victoria [May 24]...

“Study Pioneer. Wild Blacks at Tranmere. Experiences of
Mr. R. S. Wylie” in The News, Thursday 14 July 1927, page 4.
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By 1860 there were fourteen ration depots operated by the South Australian Government. By 1867 there were sixty-one depots. 
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Mysterious Death at Magill
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... an inquest at the Destitute Asylum on Friday morning, September 20
[1878], relative to the death of a man, name unknown, who was found
dead under a tree at Magill on the evening of September 17...

Found it to be the body of a half-caste male, aged, he thought, between
25 and 30...

Richard Hann, gardener at the Magill Orphanage, said on the evening
of the 17t September he was in a gully on Mr. Price Maurice’s property
near the Magill Orphanage... The body was in the hollow of the tree in a
recumbent position, on its right side, with a white-and-red handkerchief
under the head. There was a white felt hat laying on the stomach... [Mr
Hann] had been at the Orphanage for three years, but during the whole
of that time had never seen any blacks about the neighbourhood...

South Australian Register, Saturday 21 September 1878, page 2
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Mysterious Death at Magill

CAMPBELLTOWN
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...Annie Neil, aged 14...deposed that...On the morning of September
17 she and her sister were gathering wood near where the deceased
was found, when they saw a black man and black woman chasing
three sheep. About half-past 4 o’clock she went out again with her
brother James to collect wood and again saw them. On going near
the tree where the deceased was found to take the boughs and small
wood they saw there the black woman, who was sitting down, got up
and said if they did not go away they would murder them. The
woman, who was quite naked, chased them and they ran home. The
man did not get up. The man and woman were sitting close to the
tree, but witness did not then know that there was a dead man in the
tree. She had never seen blacks in the gully before...

South Australian Register, Saturday 21 September 1878, page 2
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Mysterious Death at Magill

CAMPBELLTOWN
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... The adjourned inquest... was resumed by the City Coroner at the
Destitute Asylum on Friday morning...Peter Bell, a farmer, residing at
Mount Barker, stated that a Indian half-caste named Alex Morrison
had been in his employ as a shepherd for about eight years... From
the description of the man and the clothes he wore he thought the
body of the man found in the tree was that of Morrison... The Jury
returned the following verdict.— “We believe from the evidence that
the body found in the hollow of a tree at Magill is probably that of
Morrison, but there is no evidence as to the cause of death, or to how
he got into the tree, neither is there any direct evidence as to
identity.”

Evening Journal, Friday 27 September 1878, page 2
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A Note on Location
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From the clues provided, these events probably took place near
Spring Gully, Rostrevor. However, in the 1870s Price Maurice’s
‘Fourth Creek Estate’ was a vast 3,031-acre property, which
included most of the modern-day Morialta Conservation Park and a
number of gullies, located just beyond the Eastern boundary of the
Campbelltown Council area. Unfortunately, the original inquest,

which may have provided addition detail, has not survived.
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Spring Gully? Near Arcoona Avenue, Rostrevor. The Homestead of Price Maurice’s ‘Fourth Creek’ Estate, was located in what is now the Morialta Recreation Area, close to Stradbroke Road, Rostrevor. At that time, the ‘Fourth Creek’ Estate was comprised of some 3,031-acres (over 12 km²), including most of the modern-day Morialta Conservation Reserve, which only became public land in 1913. 


Kaurna VWord List 1889
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ANIvMALS, Birps, &c.

Bitcha, locust, grasshopper Mareela, snullet
Condollee, whale Nanta or nanto, Lorse
Coorakee, cockatoo Nantooterca, male kangaroo
Cooraka, magpie Nerpa, rat
Cooyar, fish Nercoondar, shark
Connadna, wallaby (female) Pilta, brush opossum
Cooyounda, wnelean aniinals Pilyabilya, butterfly
Cudlee, dog Pitta, goose
Currée, emu Percoo, nwuse
Coolyow, white kangaroo Taboora. blow-fly
Congoola, crawfish Tapoo or Taboo. small black fly
Curkinya, sparrow hawk Toonda, red kangaroo
Curca, a small fish, bream Toorca, grey kangaroo
Maydo, cat Toonoo, snake
Maloota, ring-tail opossum Tinjella, quail
Mootanitchee, fowls Tabodraparee, maggot
Mootanitchee-wangarnee, cock- ~ Wadla, wallaby

crowing Wadla watpa, wallaby rug

Mootanitchee wacwacoo, chickens Walta, large bird, turkey, eagle,
Moonbi, pigeon Wangoo, black opossum [ de.
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“The Aborigines of Australia: being personal recollections of those tribes which once inhabited the Adelaide Plains of South Australia.” by Edward Stephens. Read before the Royal Society of NSW, October 2, 1889.
I will now briefly refer to their language, and furnish a short list of the words and phrases of those tribes who once inhabited the plains of Adelaide, p. 496+. Modern revival of the Kaurna language. 



Kaurna People Today
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“To those people who say that the
Kaurna people were wiped out, | say,
‘They ain’t dead, man! They are still
around and very much alive.”

Lella Rankine, 1989.

https://www.marion.sa.gov.au/living-
kaurna-cultural-centre
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Presentation Notes
“The Kaurna People: aboriginal people of the Adelaide Plains” Education Department of South Australia, 1989. Living Kaurna Culture Centre, Warriparinga Way (Off Sturt Road), Bedford Park. Open Mon.-Fri 10am-4pm. 
Kaurna elders decided not to hand down their language and culture when they could see that colonists were taking all the land and destroying their people. They chose not even to teach their own children many aspects of the culture for fear it would be ‘stolen’ from the children. They protected it by takin it to the grave with them. Kaurna descendants understand this, but now want to maintain what culture and language they have, because it is part of their identity, p. 213. 
The past cannot be changed, but the present can. 

https://www.marion.sa.gov.au/living-kaurna-cultural-centre
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